
PLACES of  the PASSION

The Upper Room

“He will show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. 
Make preparations for us there.”

- Mark 14:15

Maundy Thursday
April 1, 2021
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ORDER OF SERVICE

OPENING HYMN 'Twas on that Dark, that Doleful Night | CW 136
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-All; 4-Women; 5-All

Please stand.
INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
M: Let us ever walk with Jesus.
C: To see the depths of his love.
M: To behold the gift of his forgiveness.
C: To gaze upon the heights of his grace.
M: To marvel at the magnitude of his mercy.
C: We travel to the Upper Room.  
M: To watch as Christ delivers the gospel.
C: He gives it to us in his true body and blood.
M: Faithful Lord, with me abide. 
C: I shall follow where you guide!

♫ Jesus, refuge of the weary, blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above:
Often have your eyes, offended, gazed upon the sinner’s fall;

Yet upon the cross extended, you have borne the pain of all. ♫

CONFESSION
M: King David prays, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 

broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” Our 
hearts, O God, are often anything but broken and contrite. 
Instead, they are puffed up and selfish.

C: Forgive us for when we hold grudges, keep score, refuse 
repentance, and turn away from humility and kindness.

M: Lord, soften our hearts, so that we would no longer mangle 
marriages, cast children aside, or push away our loved ones.

C: Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!
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Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, 
Christ’s love is greater.

PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS
M: Hear the good news! Jesus walked to places of rejection, 

suffering, torment and death—for you. Jesus was determined to 
go to Gethsemane, Gabbatha and Golgotha—for you. Because he 
walked the way of sacrifice, Jesus forgives you completely and 
loves you eternally. Faithful Lord, with us abide!

C: We shall follow where you guide!
Please be seated.

READING 1 Corinthians 5:6-8

CHOIR Lamb of God

SERMON TEXT Matthew 26:17-29

HYMN Just As I Am, without One Plea | CW 397
Verse 1-All; 2-Men; 3-Women; 4-All; 5-Pastors; 6-All

SERMON A Place at the Lord's Table

OFFERING Jesus Refuge of the Weary

Please stand.
PRAYERS
M: Your perfect love, O Lord, has borne our sin and delivered us 

from death. Give to us the grace of your forgiveness so that we 
may enjoy the blessing of a clear conscience and serve you 
without fear. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
M: Jesus, your love has gathered the lonely and lost and created the 

Church, where sinners may come and find a place at your table of 
grace and mercy. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.



4

M: Jesus, your love supports the wounded in body and spirit, and 
your grace sustains the sick and suffering. Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.
M: Jesus, your love welcomes the brokenhearted and binds up those 

who are crushed in spirit. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
M: Jesus, your love has promised to hear our prayer and to answer us 

with all that is good and right and true. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.
M: Jesus, your love sets a table before us in the presence of our 

enemies to receive the food and drink of your body and blood. 
C: Move us to give thanks today and always for all your gifts. 

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: ♫ Amen.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD | CW p. 35
C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  
Amen. ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

DISTRIBUTION

Following the distribution, the minister says: 
Christ’s true body and his true blood will strengthen and keep you in 
the one true faith. Depart in peace knowing that all your sins are 
forgiven. Amen.

SONG OF THANKSGIVING | CW 313 (7)
C:  ♫ Praise the Father, who from heaven

Unto us such food has given
And, to mend what we have done,
Gave into death his only Son. ♫

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread 

and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me 

to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(ELS)? 

† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on 
communing with us today. Following worship, one of the pastors 
would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        
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THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
M:   The altar is an ageless symbol in Christian churches around the 

world. It signifies Christ’s presence among us. As the altar is 
stripped, we see Christ’s suffering depicted for us in an artistic 
and solemn way:
† The lights will be dimmed to remind us of dark Gethsemane 

and of the darkness of Good Friday.
† The adornments on and around the altar will be removed. The 

altar will be left all alone, reminding us that Christ was left all 
alone in the Garden of Gethsemane.

† The candles will be extinguished and removed. This signifies 
how Christ’s life was snuffed out for sinners on the cross.

† The paraments will be removed or covered, and the altar will 
be left empty, reminding us of all that Christ endured for us, 
being left bare, alone, and lifeless on the cross.

† There will be no blessing, announcements, or post-service 
music. Following the final ceremony, we will depart in 
reverent silence. This is to help prepare our hearts for the 
solemnity of Good Friday.

† During the stripping of the altar, it is customary to hear the 
words of psalm 88. Please listen and ponder the message of 
the psalm, as well as the message of this ceremony.

CLOSING PSALM SUNG BY PASTORS Psalm 88 (Tune CW 127)

O Lord God, the God who saves me; 
day and night I cry to You.
Turn Your ear to hear my anguish; 
may my prayer come before You.
For my soul is full of trouble, 
and my life draws near the grave;
I’m like those who lose all strength 
and sink to pits where none can save.
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I am counted with the dying, 
like the dead already there;
Not remembered, even by You; 
fully cut off from Your care.
You have put me in the depths 
and in the lowest pit I’m cast;
Your wrath lies like weight upon me; 
with Your waves, I’m drowned at last.

You have taken close friends from me, 
made me be abhorred by them.
I am trapped, cannot escape 
and with much grief my eyes are dim.
Yet I daily call to You, Lord; 
I spread out my hands to You.
Will You show the dead Your wonders? 
Will the dead rise and praise You?

Is Your love declared in death 
and is Your faithfulness there found?
Are Your wonders known in darkness? 
Can Your righteousness abound?
Still I cry to You for help, Lord; 
in the morning my prayers rise.
Why, O Lord, do You reject me,
hide Your face from my worn eyes?

From my youth, I’ve been afflicted, 
close to death and in despair,
And Your wrath has swept around me, 
terrors kept me from Your care.
All day long those fears surround me, 
and engulf me without end.
You take friends and loved ones from me; 
darkness is my closest friend.

Please leave in silence, 
keeping visiting and talking to a minimum.
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